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the public squares if these villains dare to show themselves
there, strike them down in their houses, in the narrow streets
of the little towns, in the wide streets of the big cities; strike
them down in the villages and in the hamlets." Another proc-
lamation read: "One hundred thousand persons in Russia are
opposed to public warfare; let their blood redden the streets,
let us not leave a stone unturned!"
Dostoevsky found one of these appeals "to young Russia"
tied to his door knob. He was beside himself with indigna-
tion. "And I," he later wrote in A Writer's Diary, "had not
been in agreement, intellectually or emotionally, with this
kind of people, and with the spirit of their movement. I was
suddenly grieved, and almost ashamed of their blunders. . . .
These facts revealed a crushing truth: the horrible decline in
the level of education and intelligence, of which these proc-
lamations gave evidence." He paid a visit to Chernyshevsky
and asked him to beg the authors of the manifestoes to listen
to reason.
"My intervention would probably be of no avail," Cherny-
shevsky answered him with indifference. "And anyhow,
such phenomena are inevitable sideshows."
On May 16, mysterious fires broke out in St. Petersburg;
entire city quarters remained ablaze for two weeks despite
the efforts of the police and the firemen. "I recall," writes
Strakhov, "that Feodor Mikhailovich and I went for a sail
out of the city to take our minds off things. From the deck
of the boat one could see great clouds of smoke rising from
three or four different parts of the city. We disembarked at
a garden where an orchestra was playing and gypsies were
singing."
The government was unable to discover the arsonists, but
suspicion pointed to the nihilists of the Land and Freedom